INTO THE SHADOWS
interview communicated his fears to the King, who was greatly
put out by what he heard. When Howick came to see him
shortly after Sidmouth had left the Royal Closet the King repeated
his aversion to any proposal which would give a general relief to
his Catholic subjects; and in view of this utterance it was not
surprising that he should be greatly angered when he found that
the Bill had been introduced into Parliament in spite of his pro-
tests. He saw Grenville, and in effect hinted that he had been
tricked into consenting to the Government's proposal: it was
then that he suggested that to avoid * all future mistakes' it would
be safer if the Ministers ' stated on paper' their proposals! On
March nth in an audience at Buckingham House the Ministers
were told in the plainest language that the King could never
consent to the Bill before Parliament; and on the following day
he received a letter from Portland in which the Duke urged him
to effect a change of government.
... he [the Duke] humbly considers it his duty to suggest to his
Majesty the advisableness of taking die conduct of his afiairs out of
the hands of his present Ministers, and trusting to the nation to
support him in the defence of the established laws of the realm.
And the Duke concluded that he was ready to head a new Govern-
ment, if the King so wished.
For the moment the King ignored Portland's offer. On the
I5th the Cabinet met to discuss the situation. They were pre-
pared to drop the Bill, and said so in a Minute, which was to
be transmitted to the King. But the Minute also contained an
ominous threat.1
Their opinions they [the signatories] have never concealed from
Your Majesty; they continue strongly impressed with them, and it
is obviously indispensable to their public character that they should
openly avow them, both on the present occasion and in the possible
event of the discussion of the Catholic petition in Parliament: a
discussion which they have all equally endeavoured to prevent; in
which [if it should be forced upon them] there might not be a
perfect uniformity of conduct between them, but in which an
adherence in them all to their former opinions must naturally be
declared.
1 The Minute was signed by Grenville, Howick, Moira, Petty, Windhamand Thomas
Grenville.
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